Reviews.
[April, with in this country. But to do this labour must not he spared.
Clinical research, the recording of facts and their subsequent careful classification and aiTangement, can never be substituted by merely extensive opportunities.
The text of the work forms an excellent summary of our practical knowledge of the diseases discussed, and the treatment suggested mostly recommends itself to the approval of all who have had experience in their management. But we must add, as much as anything to avoid repetition, that every section is not illustrated by " the instances themselvesthat where instances are given (and there is a record of 163 cases), they do not always illustrate the text; that many are exceedingly incomplete, and often fail to furnish the inferences which it is professed to draw from them. We are far from saying that this defect is invariable, or that it would have existed in any section had the cases been published with all their details ; nor would we be understood to imply that the inferences are such as medical observers are not likely to find borne out by the experience of a large hospital.
All we affirm is, that the grounds for these conclusions often do not exist in the cases as narrated.
In the first chapter, which is introductory, the author briefly reviews the diseases of the alimentary canal in the light reflected upon them by the anatomy and ascertained physiology of the organs concerned. The whole chapter is excellent. We question, however, whether Dr. Habershon could maintain his position when he classes henbane with opium as diminishing the peristaltic action of the bowels. In common with the mass of the profession, we have been in the habit of com- bining it with purgatives?as, for instance, with colocynth?without observing any reduction in their efficiency. We once had an old gentleman as a patient, who marked a box of five-grain pills of extract of henbane, which we had prescribed to allay his cough, " aperient pills,"
and constantly used tliem when his bowels were at all costive.
Chapter II,, They are faults which seriously mar a useful book. We have no doubt that a second edition will be some day called for, and then we would recommend the author to revise every page with care.
